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[bookmark: _Hlk153484769]Reliance agreement in relation to the template JCT Design and Build Contract

1.	We, DAC Beachcroft LLP ("DAC Beachcroft"), have been engaged by Located Property Ltd ("Client") to review the Department for Education's standard template JCT Design and Build Contract, with some amendments, to be used in respect of various works to be undertaken  by the Trust under contracts to be entered into in February and March 2025 ("Advice").

2.	As requested by the Client, DAC Beachcroft agrees to allow [	insert the name of the Trust	] (Company Number [      ] whose registered office is at [			] ("Trust"), to rely on the content of the Advice.

3.	By relying on the Advice the Trust agrees to accept the terms of this agreement.

4.	This agreement is made:

(a)  with the full knowledge and agreement of the Client;

(b) in consideration of the payment of one pound (£1.00) by the Trust to DAC Beachcroft, receipt of which DAC Beachcroft acknowledges.
	
5.	DAC Beachcroft warrants that in the preparation of the Advice it has exercised all the reasonable skill, care and diligence to be expected of a properly qualified and competent law firm experienced in carrying out work similar in scope and character to the Services.
 
6.	A Trust cannot assign the benefit of this agreement, in whole or in part, without DAC Beachcroft's prior written consent.

7.	The Advice is prepared as of the date indicated above and we have not updated it to reflect events subsequent to that date. Significant events may well have occurred since then. DAC Beachcroft accepts no duty to update the Advice beyond that date unless instructed to do so by the Client.

8.	By agreeing to allow the Trust to rely on the Advice in accordance with the terms of this agreement DAC Beachcroft hereby accepts a duty of care to the Trust in relation to the Advice, but this is not to be taken as implying that we owe the Trust any wider duty of care. DAC Beachcroft will not and does not assume any responsibility or liability to the Trust which is different from, additional to or greater than that which we already have to the Client save as expressly provided in this Agreement. Our liability to the Trust arising out of or in connection with the Advice shall be limited so that the aggregate of our liability to the Trust for all claims and losses of whatever nature in respect of the Advice shall not be greater than our liability to the Client. 

9.	Please note that the Advice does not address the individual contracts for the works or any of the following issues that may arise in connection with the contracts for individual projects:

(a)	technical information, design information, specifications and other technical documents produced in connection with the contracts;

(b)	insurance levels including the level of professional indemnity/other insurance required to be held by the contractors;

(c)	pricing matters. 

10.	DAC Beachcroft has in place compulsory professional indemnity insurance as required by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. DAC Beachcroft does not in any circumstances seek to limit its liability below the minimum level of insurance cover required from time to time by The Solicitors' Indemnity Insurance Rules. Subject to that DAC Beachcroft's liability to the Trust is limited to losses, damages, costs and expenses ("losses") caused by its negligence or wilful default.  DAC Beachcroft will not be liable if such losses are due to the acts or omissions of any other person or due to the provision of incomplete, misleading or false information. 

11.	The aggregate liability, whether to the Trust or any third party and whether in contract, tort or otherwise of DAC Beachcroft, its members, partners, employees and agents for any losses in any way connected with any of the services provided to the Client under the terms of its retainer with the Client and under this agreement (and including interest) shall not exceed £5,000,000 per claim. Any member, employee or consultant of DAC Beachcroft may rely upon and enforce this limitation in that person's own name for the person's own benefit. It is agreed that the limitations on liability set out in this agreement are reasonable having regard to an assessment of the amount of any likely liability to the Client or the Trust if DAC Beachcroft makes a mistake, the availability and cost of professional indemnity insurance, and possible changes in the future availability and cost of insurance and solvency of insurers. 

12.	The Trust shall not rely on any drafts or provisional advice (whether oral or written), reports, letters or other documents DAC Beachcroft sends to the Client. DAC Beachcroft shall not be responsible for any failure to advise or comment on any matter which falls outside the scope of the Client's instructions. DAC Beachcroft shall not be responsible for any event, loss or situation unless it is one against which it is the express purpose of those instructions to provide protection.

13.	For the purposes of this agreement, all claims against DAC Beachcroft arising from one act or omission, one series of related acts or omissions, the same act or omission in a series of related matters or transactions, similar acts or omissions in a series of related matters or transactions, and all claims against DAC Beachcroft arising from one matter, transaction or assignment, shall be regarded as one claim.

14.	In respect of any event or loss to the Trust resulting from DAC Beachcroft's breach of duty, liability shall be limited to that proportion of the Trust's loss and damage which is just and equitable having regard to the extent of the Trust's own responsibility and that of any other party who may also be liable to the Trust in respect of it and regardless of the ability of any such person to make payments. Save where such liability arises directly from the provision of legal services, DAC Beachcroft will not be liable for any consequential, special, indirect or exemplary damages, costs or losses or any damages, costs or losses attributable to lost profits or opportunities.

15.	The Trust acknowledges that DAC Beachcroft is a limited liability partnership and that there is no contract between the Trust and any of DAC Beachcroft's individual members, employees, or consultants. Any advice given to the Client by a member, employee or consultant is given by that person on DAC Beachcroft's behalf and that person does not assume any personal responsibility to the Client for that advice. Accordingly the Trust will not bring any claim against any individual member, employee or consultant in respect of any losses which the Trust suffers or incur, directly or indirectly, in connection with DAC Beachcroft's services. None of the provisions of this agreement will limit or exclude DAC Beachcroft's liability for the acts or omissions of DAC Beachcroft's members, employees or consultants.

16.	The construction, validity and performance of this agreement shall be governed by the law of England. The parties agree to submit to the exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of England.

Please acknowledge receipt and acceptance of this agreement by signing, dating and returning the enclosed copy of this letter. 



Signed for and on behalf of DAC Beachcroft

Dated  




...............................................................
Signed for and on behalf of [ insert details of Trust ] 


Dated ................................................................

Copy to: Ruth.CUNNINGHAM@Located.co.uk;  Liam.KENNEDY@Located.co.uk; Sakshi.SHARMA@Located.co.uk, Located Property Ltd
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